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In the last few years  Eduard model company has been selling  prepainted photoetch 
cockpit sets.  These sets have revolutionized aircraft cockpit detailing and the quality of 
these prepainted sets is just outstanding.  Along with the prepainted interior detail sets 
and placards,  they have also introduced prepainted seatbelts.  In the smaller scales the  

seatbelts and shoulder straps have the buckle hardware as one piece with additional  
details which glue onto the surfaces of the belts.  In the larger scales (1/32 & 1/24) the 

belts and the buckles are separate.  As in all things there are always  techniques for  
assembling just about anything.  With large scale prepainted photoetch seatbelts, the 

trick is to position the  buckle hardware without damaging the paint on the belts.    
 

The subject of this article is to present a technique for assembling 1/32 scale seatbelts 
for a P-38J cockpit seat.  The same techniques would apply to 1/24 scale prepainted 
seatbelts.  Several different scales of Eduard prepainted seatbelts are located in the 

product review section of this web site.   
 

You can also see several cockpit close up shots of this P-38J in the aircraft gallery  
section of this web site.   








